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 Tell-Truth's Anſwer 


TELL-TROTHS LeTTER 
To the Right Honourable the Earl of 


| SHAFTESBURY. 


In Vindication of his Lorx Ds x1P: 
By as down-right an ENGLISH- MAN as himſelh, 


Without Scandalous REFLECTIONS. 


SE. -;; 
Have lately ſeen and peruſed a Letter in Print, to the Right Ho- 
nourable the Earl of Shaf tesbyry, from one that tiles himſelf 
Ton Tell-Troth, a downright Engliſhman. T muſt confeſs he be- 
gins well, and expreſſeth himſelf in very good words, to the due 
honour of that truly Noble Lord, as owning him to be , (as in- 
deed he is) a ſtout Aflerter of the Proteſtant Religion and Intereſt; and 
tells us, that Monarchy and the Proteltant Religion do ſuffer, in reſpe& 
of the preſent Deſigns of: Papiſts and Common wealths-men ; but what 
he meant by coupling good Common-wealths-men and Papiſts together, 
I could -not underſtand , till Reading his Letter a little farther, I quick- 
| Jy found and diſcovered that he was a Wolt in ſheeps cloathing ; and it 
will be $tre»ge if I do not find him to be a Jeſuite, or one as bad,before 
the end of this Letter. 

Yet very honeſtly he in the next words tells my Lord, that Ruine and 
Deſolation, Confuſioa and every evil work, will come ſwift upon us, 
(nothing more ſure) if ſome ſpeedy Remedy be not inſtantly propoſed 
by the wiſdom of the great Council of this Nation, (by that great Coun- 
cil) I ſuppoſe he means the Parliament 3 and therein he writes honeſtly 
and truely, (for I will give the Devil his due) bur it is to be feared, if 
they do.not fit ſpeedily, it will be too late to prevent that Ruine and 
Deſolation: he truly fore-tells is coming upon. us, though I believe he 
writes Ironically and ina jeering way. - 

In the next place he comes with many words, though to little or no 
purpoſe, from 41, to the happy Reſtauration of the King (in which glo- 
rious work I am perſwaded he was no way inſtrumental) for His Maje- 
ſty was, thanks be to God , wonderfully reſtored to His Royal Throne 
by Gods Providence , and ſome worthy Inſtruments, the Earl of $4af- 
tes bxry being one eminent in that great work. : 

Then he would makeca parallel between 41, to this preſent time, con- 
cerning the perſon of the late King, Church and Government, and that 
they were the Reſults of ſuch pernicious Counſels and Deſigns as are 
now hatching by theſe Sons of Belzel, to the preſent diſturbance of our 


Church and Kingdom. 
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If there were Sons of Belzal, as you fay, and I believe there were in 41, 
I mean the Jeſuits and the Popes Fmillaries 3 as Dr. Oatecs, that wor- 
thy petſon, and ever to be eſteem'd, hath made appear there were, thoſe 
I ſuppoſe are generally dead, gone to Purgatory, or ſomewhereelſe. But 
you ſay there are now Sons of Belzal, that ſtudy all the miſchief they can 
to King, Church, and State. I ſuppoſe you writing ſo confidently of it, 
muſt be well acquainted with them, and be of their Councils, and there- 
fore you would do good ſervice to diſcover them, (which I would do, . 
did I know them) if you will not, you mult give me leave to tell you in 
down-right Engliſh , that you are either a Jeſuite of the Ghurch of 
Rome, or a Masked Proteſtant in the Church of Ezgland ; for I am a 
truer down-right Engliſkman, and Proteſtant, than I find you are. 

In the next place, he tells us, That in Forty and after, the Papiſts ſee- 
ing oor Church ſo well guarded with Purity of Doctrine and Faith, (that 
is true,) behold what Emiſſaries were ſent out, and with what clgathing 
to deceive : (what cloathing indeed) the Puritan 1s the man he names, 
and three perſons that are dead , and then tells us, that Arch-biſhop 
Laud mult be the firſt called into queſtion, and butcher'd, for being a 
Papilſt, or Popiſhly inclin'd. This I deny, but mnſt needs ſay,that Arch- 
biſhop Laxd was an Eminent Aflertor of the Rights of the Church, and 
a true Proteſtant , as his Learned Books againſt Fiſher the Jeſuite do 
declare 3 (for I knew Biſhop Laxd I think better than you did) but by 
your leave Sir, as old as you are, Biſhop Land ſuffered for other matters, 
ad the Articles that were againſt him will inform you. 

Then he comes to tell us, that the Rabble in thoſe times cried down 
Evil Counſellors , their deſign being to bring in Popery, and deſjroy Li- 
berty, {ay Liberty of the Subje&) in a jeering ſcoffting way. Sir, know, 
it is our Birthright, and you are an unworthy man if you are againſt it, 
and ought never to enjoy it, but live and dye a flave. And then he 
mentions Ship-money (a huge burden) was againſt Mega Charta; fo it 
was, though but ſmall in it ſelf, as alſoall other Monopolies in thoſe days, 
contrived by Miniſters which were conſcious of their ill deſerts, to keep 


 _ off the ſitting of the Parliament, (which they knew would call them to 


account) for above Ten years; in which time had the Parliament fate , 
it would no doubt have ſupplyed His Majeſty with much more ia a legal 
way, and the Subjets would have been ready and willing to have paid 
it. But do you not remember,you old Engliſhman, (as you ſtile yourſelf 
1n the latter part of your Letter) what became of thoſe perſons that kept 
off the King from His Parliameat for folong a time? if you do not; I do: 
I wiſh we had not ſome ſuch perſons now adays}; if we have, they muſt 
look for the ſame ſucceſs as they had then in the end. 

A King of England in Parliament is Abſolute, and as Redoubtable as 
any Monarch in the world ; nor did ever any King that relyed upon, + 
and agreed with his Parliament, mifcarry. As on the other fide, 
when ever bale Flatterers, to ſerve their own ends , and to ſecure 
themſelves from Juſtice, have perſwaded a Prince to (light, grow 
jealuus of, or be eſtranged from Parliaments ; it hath always proved of 
tatal Conſequence to the King and Kingdom. | 

Pray God bleſs and preſerve his Majeſty from all Popiſh Gonſpira- 
cies, as he hath hitherto done, that he may more and more diſcover 
his. real Friends from his preteaded ones; and then his Majeſty will 


finde, 
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finde, that thoſe perſons, whom this Scribler terms Meeters in Clubs, 
at Taverns and other places, are his Majeſties beſt and faithfulleſt 
Friends he hath ; for they meet only to enjoy the Society of one an- 
other, and to ſtudy the Preſervation of his Majeſty , the Proteſtant 
Religion, the Peace and Quiet of the Kingdome, againſt the Attempts 
and Plots of the Devil and the Pope, and all their Party; who ttill 
ſtudy how, and nothing more than how, Ruine and Deſtruction may 
be brought upon King and People, as this their late Hellith and Dam- 
nable Plot ſuthciteatly and fully have diſcovered. Though Sir, yon, to 
exaſperate the people, and tell of 41, to put this Plot aſide, fay, 
Then comes forth a Plot full of Treaſon and Popery ; and is there not 
jult cauſe to ſuſpett you to be concerned in it, ſince you write ſo 
ſlightingly of it, as if there were no reality that there was this Helliſh 
Popiſh Plot ? But you fay it came forth. So it did, ble(l--+ be God 
that it was diſcovered by Dr. Oates with others ; | aim {+ + vere 
none of them. Your Brother Coleman and others might ye. nave 
been living, if 1t had not been diſcovered, and we had been 1n Blood 
and Confuſion before this day : What may hecome of us yet, I know 
not ; for I fear the Devil and the Pope, with all their Helliſh party, 
are (ti]l Conſpiring and Plotting againſt the peace of our $702; but 
God who hath, I hope will ſtill preſerve his Majeſty and poor England 
from all their wicked Deſignes. I do not like your {lighting expreſ- 
ſions, to ſay it came forth ; but muſt give you one word more con- 
cerning It: It came forth from the Devil firſt, from the Pope 'next, 
and thither let it return again, with all thoſe that were Inſtrumental 
19 it,and will not truely repeat of it, bat labour all they can to ſuther it. 

Then you ſay, The D. muſt needs be the Foundation of this Dam- 
nable Plot. If by your Capital D. you mean the Devil, I have already 
agreed with you; but if you mean by your D. His Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of York, you area very unworthy man, and deſerve to be pu. 
niſhed : For what good Proteſtant, or ſober man, can think the Duke 
of Tork would ever own ſo Damnable and Helliſh a Plot, being fo 
brave a perſon, and having had to his Father the beſt of Kings De-. 
ceaſed, and to his Brother the beſt of Kings Living, (whom God 
grant may long Live and Reign over us.) And God preſerve the - 
Diſcoverers, who, as he ſtiles them truely,. have been bleſſed Inftru- 
ments to fave us at this time from the Paw of Antichriſt ; though I 
would not have them (as he jeeringly expreſſes) rever'd as Demigods; 
but I could wiſh they were better rewarded, as they well deſerve, and 
F hope they will one day be. Then he tells of a Hurly-burly, which 
cauſed the King to Diſſolve the Parliament, and to Prorogue them 
from time to time 3 but what he means by it, I know not. 

And 'tisno wonder you ſhould fling a ſtone a: Mr. Marvels Grave, 
for any whiffling Cur will veature to beard a dead Lion : 'tis well 
known, . that little A»drew (as you contemptibly call him) had Wit 
and Policy enough to ſilence the greateſt Droll and Scribler that ever | 
troubled the Nation; and other Treatiſes that are for the good of the 
Nation, cannot eſcape your Scurrilous RefleFions. And do not theſe 
Blifters on. your Tongue betray the venome of your heart, -and plainly 
ſhew, you are no true friend.to the Church of England , but rather a 
Jeſuite, or a favourer of Popery, fiance you would huſh us to (leep with 
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apprehenſions that there is no fear of it til] our Throats are cut ? 

There are ſeveral other paſſages in your Letter which might deſerve 
Animadverſions, but by what 1 have faid already, [ doubt not but each 
conſiderate Reader will be tufficiently informed of your deſign, and ar- 
med againſt your wheadling infinuations:and fo I ſhall leave you to pur- 
ſue your Game, (But known vain is the nei ſpread in the preſence of any 
Bird.) | | 

Now, Sir, I am drawing to a Coacluſion, and itmay be you will fay its 
time. When 1 firſt read your Letter, I thought it not worth the while to 
givean Anſwer to it; for Solomon lays, Anſwer not a fool according to 
his folly, leſt he be wiſe in his own conceit. Pardon me, Sir, though [ 
expreſs my ſelf thus freely to you; for I aſſure /you, I donotin the leaſt 
think you to be a Fool, but one that God hath given great Parts and 
Abilities to, and 1 wiſh you may have grace to make a good ule of them, 
in order to which, 1 ſhall give you a few cautions by way of adviee,and 
I do it for your good. 

I. Be fure you print nothing for time to come to pleaſe the men of the 
times, and to humour them, that may be diſpleaſing to God 3 forif you 
and I, and all men muſt one day give an account of. every idle word, yea, 
of our ſecret thoughts and actions, then you mult give an account of 
this you fcribling Letter, and the ends and grounds. you had to make it 
publick, and I the like for my Anſwer ; and then'it will be made appear, 
who aimed moſt at the honour of God , the peace and welfare of tae 
Kingdom, and advancement of the Prateſtant Religrton, you or l, 

2. Print no more for time to come, but what you know to be true,ele 
you wrong your felf and the Readers, and' you mult givean account for 
that alſo one day ; and write no more in a jecring way under a pretence 
of reality, in whych you ſhew Hypocrilic and Dithimulation, which you 
have done in many places in your Letter,though tono purpoſe art all. 

2. Follow the Advice you give to that Noble Lord;ſtudy to-do your 
own buſineſs, and wiite no'more Letters to fu-h Honourable and wor- 
thy perſoas; you ſhew great preſumption and ſawcine's : you think you 
may write any thing, and to any perſon. Better you'had an Imployment 
in the Penny-Polt-Office of carrying Letters, than writing any more. 

4. If you are now of the Church' of Rowe, as-I think youare, come 
away from them to the Church of "England, which is the bett Church 
in the world for Doctrine and Diſcipline ; and come away quickly. tor 
Antichriſt will ſpeedily fall 3 he haih' but three horns left of ten, and one 
of them begins already to decline and forſake him,/yea,'to puſhat him : 
but if you are of the Church of Bzglard already, declare it really. 

Sir, I have done, and muſt aſſure you, that I am no afteftor vf Com- 
plements, and therefore ſhall not #ell you that Tam Tour Servant, 

Though to my King and Eduniry, and the Proteſtant ' Religion, 
A) faithful Subjet und Sincere well: wiſher. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


FT Would have ſet my Name to this my Anſwer, for Tam not aſhamed nor 
' afraid to own any paſſage in it; but you not ſetting your Name to your 


Letter, thakes me forbear ſetting mine to my Anſwer. 
FINTIS. 


